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Follow all the latest local 
and national business news 
on Twitter @NWHeraldbiz

To sign up for the 
Northwest Herald Busi-
ness Update weekly email 
newsletter, select Busi-
ness Update at NWHer-
ald.com/newsletter.

The Business Scene blog is your con-
nection to McHenry County’s business 
information today. Visit NWHerald.com/
blogs/business.

Stay connected
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your investments. Page D2

Georgio’s Pizza in CL celebrates 10th anniversary
NORTHWEST HERALD

CRYSTAL LAKE – Brian Coli, 
owner of Georgio’s Pizza in Crystal 
Lake and South Barrington, will cel-
ebrate his 10th year in business on 
Nov. 5.

Locally grown and nationally 
recognized, Georgio’s Pizza has re-
ceived awards for best deep dish at 
the 2012 Chicago Pizza Fest and best 
pizza by the Northwest Herald for 
six years running. 

“Pizza Today,” a national maga-
zine, ranks Georgio’s on their list of 
Hot 100 Independent Pizzerias in the 
Nation and regularly uses photos 
of Georgio’s pizza in the magazine. 
The November 2012 issue of “Pizza 
Today” will feature Georgio’s deep 
dish pizza on its cover.

Coli has owned and managed 
the business since inception. It is 
named after his father and their 
shared middle name, George. The 
South Barrington location in the Ar-
boretum opened 17 months ago and 
is growing steadily. 

“Georgio’s is proud to celebrate 
our 10th anniversary and grateful 
for the community we serve,” Coli 
said. “From our secret recipe deep 
dish pizza, to our friendly staff, we 
are proud to have served exception-
al pizza, food and drink for the past 
10 years and look forward to many 
more years.” 

Georgio’s Pizza has made a sol-

id footprint in the communities it 
serves. Involved at a leadership 
level on many boards and organi-
zations, Coli served as president 
of Downtown Crystal Lake Main 
Street, chairman of the board of 
the Crystal Lake Chamber of Com-
merce, and was honored in 2007 as 
one of the 10 Under 40 by McHenry 
County’s Business Journal. 

The Rotary Club of Crystal Lake 
Dawnbreakers selected Coli as one 
of six Vocational Service Award re-
cipients.

Georgio’s Pizza donates thou-

sands of dollars to charity each year 
and collaborates with nonprofits to 
raise funds for those in need.

Coli said his team of more than 
100 employees emphasize customer 
experience as their mission. He said 
great food, drinks, desserts and spe-
cial offers keep people coming back. 

The Georgio’s Pizza customer 
loyalty program gives points for 
purchases, and those points add to 
free purchases. The company’s loy-
alty program has given more than 
$50,000 in gift cards back to custom-
ers over the years.

“We are very fortunate to have 
such a great staff. Their dedication 
and passion help make Georgio’s 
what it is today,” Coli said. 

Georgio’s staff is led by Crystal 
Lake General Manager Courtney 
Miller and brothers James Coli in 
South Barrington and Mike Coli, 
overseeing operations at both loca-
tions. 

In celebration of the 10th anni-
versary, Georgio’s is featuring their 
new SpinArt Pizza and White Pizza. 

The SpinArt is a deep dish piz-
za with spinach and artichoke dip 
blended into the cheese and sauce. 
The White Pizza has a cream sauce 
with ricotta cheese, parmesan, moz-
zarella, garlic and fresh basil

Known for its Chicago-style, deep 
dish pizza, Georgio’s also serves 
thin crust pizza, pasta, sandwiches, 
soups, and salads and features a full-
service bar. 

Georgio’s Pizza is open seven 
days a week for lunch and dinner. 

In addition to the dining room 
and full-service bar, Georgio’s offers 
delivery and carry-out, as well as ca-
tering and private parties. Frozen 
half-baked pizzas are available for 
take home as well. 

Georgio’s locations are at  75 E. 
Woodstock St. in Crystal Lake, and 
100 W. Higgins Road in South Bar-
rington. For information, call 815-
459-8888 or visit www.georgiospizza.
com. 

Monica Maschak - mmaschak@shawmedia.com

Steven Kaye, owner of Paper Craft Interiors in Algonquin, poses with his award from the National Guild of Professional Paperhang-
ers. Kaye won second place in the small spaces category for work he did on a woman’s shoe closet in Chicago.

Wall wonder
Algonquin paperhanger earns national award

By CHELSEA McDOUGALL   
cmcdougall@shawmedia.com

ALGONQUIN – There are two ca-
reer choices Steven Kaye never re-
grets. One: going to a school to learn 
the paperhanging trade, and two: 
joining a professional guild geared 
for his career. 

The National Guild of Profession-
al Paperhangers, of which he heads 
the Midwest chapter, has afforded 
him many opportunities, not only to 
network, but to show off his skills. 

Recently, Kaye, of Algonquin, was 
awarded second place from the or-
ganization’s small spaces category. 
He wallpapered a Chicago woman’s 
shoe closet, in a high-end design that 
earned him the attention of the guild 
judges. 

He accepted the award at an annu-
al Convention and Vendor Showcase 
this September in Columbus, Ohio.

Kaye, 54, owns Paper Craft Interi-
ors in Algonquin.

The 11-inch-deep, 12-inch-wide 
closet was the smallest he’s ever 
worked in, and provided quite the 
challenge. He almost had to be a con-
tortionist to get paper in between 
eight shelves. 

“I hit my head on the shelves, I 
scraped my arms,” he said. “I could 
barely get to the top shelf. I didn’t 
know how I was able to do it.”

He used a tufted pillow look on the 
walls and back of the doors, where 
shoes by Prada and Yves St. Laurent 
and other haute couture names sit. 
He lined each of the closet’s shelves 
in pink leather wallpaper. 

That’s right, folks. Wallpaper is 
no longer limited to the floral prints 

in  grandma’s kitchen, or striped 
patterns in your parent’s den. Nowa-
days, wallpaper is all about texture. 

But some styles never die, and 
trends only last so long, Kaye said. 

“There are a lot of textures now, 
but traditional will never go out of 
style,” he said. “Those patterns will 
forever be popular. Today and 100 
years from now.”

Like many businesses, Kaye has 
had to adapt with the economy. His 
clientele went from average Joes to 
high-end housewives. Security was 
so tight on his most recent job, that 
he didn’t even know who the hom-
eowner was. 

Majority of his customers once 
came referrals form paint stores, and 
now come from interior designers, 
who often point him toward high-end 
jobs, like the shoe closet in Chicago.

Kaye started hanging wallpaper 
in 1977 after graduating from the 
now-defunct United States School of 
Professional Paperhangers in Rut-
land, Vt. He struggled in high school 
and always knew he wanted to go 
into the trades, and found hanging 
wallpaper a good fit for his perfec-
tionist tendencies.

“There are days when you think 
you can hang paper with your eyes 
closed,” he said. “But you can [make 
mistakes] if you’re not focused.” 

Kaye has won several of the 
guild’s awards in the past, but this 
was a first in the small spaces cat-
egory. In 2005 he won first place in 
the residential category, and second 
for commercial.

“I’m not going to say I’m the best, 
but I’m an excellent paperhanger,” 
he said.

Salon MACKK benefit  
cut-a-thon on Nov. 11

CRYSTAL LAKE – Salon MACKK, 
415 Congress Pkwy., Crystal 
Lake, is having a Miracles for 
Moose Cut-a-Thon from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. on Nov. 11.

Suggested donations are  $25 
for hair cut, $12 hair extensions, 
and $10 polish changes. There 
will be raffles and prizes along 
with food and beverages.

All proceeds will benefit 
Miracles for Moose,  a nonprofit 
organization founded to help 
recent Prairie Ridge High School 
graduate Anthony Mustari in his 
battle against leukemia.

Salon MACKK – owned by  
Melinda Thomas, Andie Smith, 
Chrissy Dehn, Karin Jackowiak 
and  Kristin Shipley – partici-
pates in fundraisers throughout 
the year for breast cancer, 
Alzheimer’s, and heart disease 
research; Children of Fallen Rid-
ers; and the Crystal Lake Food 
Pantry.

The salon opened in May 2009, 
and has expanded from its five 
owner/stylists to four additional 
stylists, a nail technician and 
two front desk personnel.

For information, call 815-477-
7300, or visit www.salonmackk.
com.

Christmas of Yesteryear 
in downtown Richmond

RICHMOND – The 15th annual 
Christmas of Yesteryear celebra-
tion will be Nov. 30-Dec. 2 in 
downtown Richmond.

Hang your homemade orna-
ment or decoration on the Com-
munity Tree from 5:30 to 6:30 
p.m. Nov. 30. Santa Claus will 
arrive in an antique fire truck at 
6:30 p.m. for the annual tree-
lighting ceremony at the gazebo 
in Stevens Park.

After the tree lighting, Santa 
will be available in Memorial 
Hall and refreshments will be 
available.

From noon to 4 p.m. Dec. 1 
there will be caroling, storytell-
ing by Jim May, and St. Joseph’s 
Cookie Walk.  

Women’s Fellowship from the 
Community Church of Richmond 
will host their annual Soup Lun-
cheon & Craft Fair from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Dec. 1. They will be 
serving soup in bread bowls, hot 
dogs, pies, bread and cookies 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The Richmond Fire Depart-
ment’s Breakfast with Santa will 
be from 9 a.m. to noon Dec. 2 in 
Memorial Hall.

For information, call the cham-
ber office at 815-678-7742. 

                  – From local sources   
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Kaye used a tufted pillow look and pink leather wallpaper in the shoe closet above. 
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A deep dish pizza from Georgio’s Pizza.


